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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     Record Group 39 is particularly noteworthy in that it is a construction record covering 
the conception of the project, its historic needs, the construction of the bridge and its 
completion.  There is a vast amount of detailed plans and drawings showing the 
inception, changes and final working drawings of the bridge, and there are numerous 
photographs documenting the daily construction 
     To the political researcher it is a valuable group of records in that its display of co-
coordinated efforts and interplay among a chartered commission (the Memphis Bridge 
Commission), local governments (Shelby County, Tennessee and Crittenden County, 
Arkansas), state governments (Tennessee and Arkansas) and the federal government 
(Public Roads Administration) to complete a project of the public interest.  Interesting, 
also, is the changing role of the federal government during the period of construction 
from an advisory capacity to one of directed standards. 
     For the geologist, documentation within the group concerns the detailed topography of 
the Mississippi River bottom and surrounding areas (both in drawn and in written test 
results), as well as the weekly construction reports which give river stages, temperatures 
and the daily weather reports for the Memphis area and their effects upon the 
construction of the bridge and its completion.  The detailed soil samples and tests give 
information about the underlying substrata of the Memphis Area and its dictation on the 
final design of the project. 
     A vast amount of correspondence deals with the “Critical Materials Shortage” (iron 
and steel) during the war years (1941-1946) and whether the project should be delayed or 
completed in the interest of national defense.  It is interesting that this issue was settled 
shortly after the war.  It should be noted that the shortages required the experimentation 
and ultimate usage of alternative materials as well as the adoption of engineering 
procedures which have since become standard in construction of this type. 
     Both the historical and political researchers will be interested in the declining power 
of the so-called “Crump Machine” in Memphis as evidenced in the documentation of this 
group.  At the start, the Crump-dominated commission dictated most of the policy 
decisions of the bridge, in design, placement and construction, yet in the latter years there 
was a public outcry against attempts to name the bridge in honor of Mr. Crump.  One 
letter in particular points out that “…every bird bath in the city is named in his honor, 
why then, name the bridge for him?...” 
 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Box 1 
1  Daily Weather Bulletins     Aug. 1941 
2  Contractors Correspondence     1941 
3  Arkansas State Highway Commission Correspondence 1941 
4  Drilling Reports      1941 
5  Tennessee Valley Authority Correspondence   1941 
6  Drilling Terminations Proposals    1941 
7  Test Borings Survey Books     1941 
   #1-Land holes #1-7 
   #2-Land holes #8-14 
   #3-Land holes #23&25 
    River holes #15, 16, 21 
8   #4-River holes #18-19 
   #5-River holes #17, 18, 20 &22 
9  Resident Engineer’s Diary     1945 
 
Box 2 
1  Plans, Permits, Resolutions & Memorandums  1944-1945 
2  Lighting Recommendations 
3  Lighting Recommendations 
4  Newspaper Clippings (Scrapbook) 
 
Box 3 
 Contracts 
1  Contract #1 
2  Contract #2 
3  Contract #2A 
4  Contract#3 
5  Contract #4 
6  Contract #5 
7  Contract #6 
8  Contract #7 
9  Contract #8 
10  Contract #8A 
11  Contract #10 
12  Contract #11 
13  Contract #12 
 
 



Box 4 
1  Preliminary Reports (Original) 
2  Preliminary Reports (Bound) 
3  Traffic Crossing Reports     1941 & 1942 
4  Report on Major Memphis Streets 
5  Foundation Report on Vicksburg Bridge 
6  Report on New Orleans Bridge 
 
Box 5 
1  Planning Correspondence     1941 
2  Preliminary planning correspondence & minutes  1943 
3  Preliminary planning correspondence & minutes  Jan.-July 1944 
4  Preliminary planning correspondence & minutes           Aug.-Dec. 1944 
5  Preliminary planning correspondence & minutes  1945 
6  Commissioners’ Correspondence, Re: Memphis  
   Bridge & land options     1945 
7  Commissioners’ Correspondence, Re: Memphis  
   Bridge & land options     1946 
 
Box 6 
 Survey & Design, Part A 
1  Survey Reports      1941-1942 
2  Agreement between States     1941 
3  Congressional Acts      1939-1941 
4  Detailed Estimates & payment procedures   1941-1945 
5  Correspondence      1941-1944 
6  Iowa & Winchester Avenues, Test 
7  Iowa Avenue Bridge 
8  Memorandums      1941-1945 
9  Preliminary Estimates & Reports 
10  Proposals       1941-1944 
11  Project Statement      1941 
12  Bridge Financing Resolutions     1940-1942 
13  Resolutions       1943 
14  Interregional Highway Report & Photos   1944 
15  Test Hole Reports       
16  Traffic Information      1941-1943 
17  Weekly Survey Reports     1941-1942 
18  Entrance Features      1941-1949 
19  Design Correspondence     1944-1946 
20  Changes in Expansion Rollers    1947 
 



21  Financing        1941 
22  Core Drilling Reports      1941-1944 
23  Design Approval      1944 
 
Box 7 
 Part A (Continued) 
1  Borings Contract & Estimates    1944-1945 
2  Soil Samples & Borings     1941-1944 
3  Memphis Urban Extension     1947-1948 
4  Pier Settlement      1948 
5  Right-of-way, Power line     1945 
6  Concrete Specifications     1950 
7  Widening of Embankment & Existing Bridges  1947-1948 
8  Administrative Review Items     1948 
9  Telephone Conduit      1946 
10  Bid Summary       1946 
11  Weekly Reports      1947 
12  Memphis Bridge Electrolysis     1950 
13  Engineering Services      1950 
14  Survey        1927-1944 
15  AAA Questionnaire      1950 
16  Bridge Opening Ceremonies     1949 
 
Box 8 
 Part A (Cont’d) 
1  Agreement & Estimate     1944-1947 
2  Project Docks Administration     1944 
3  Piers, Mattress & Rip-Rap Fill     1944 
4  Supporting Papers & Final Vouchers    1952-1953 
5  Route Inspection Report     1949 
6  Correspondence      1941-1956 
7  Agreement       1941 
8  Tabulations       1944 
9  Survey        1947 
10  Reports       1941 
11  Correspondence File 1     1944-1946 
12  Correspondence File 2     1947-1956 
13  Reports       1941-1955 
 
Box 9 
 Main Bridge Substructure 
1  Original Estimate, Project time chart    1945 
2  Overrun Contract      1947 



3  Resolution       1945 
4  Preliminary Estimates      1945-1948 
5  Preliminary Contract      1944 
6  Bridge Completion Plans     1947 
7  Inspection Reports      1947 
8  Pneumatic Caisson-Pier I     1946-1947 
9  Rip-Rap-Pier 7      1946 
10  Sheet Piling       1946-1947 
11  Federal Aid Funds      1944 
12  Specifications       1944 
13  Concrete Piles       1946 
14  Navigation Lighting      1947 
15  Pier Settlement      1949 
16  Memorandums      1945 
17  Memphis Abutment & Piers     1944-1945 
 
Box 10 
1  Weekly Reports      1945-1946 
2  Weekly Reports      1946 
3  Weekly Reports      1946-1947 
4  Weekly Progress Charts -Pier I-V    1946 
5  Monthly Progress Report     1945-1950 
6  Weekly Reports      1945-1946 
7  Weekly Reports      1947-1950 
8  Final Report       1950-1951 
 
Box 11 
1  Bridge Substructure Specification    1944 
2  Schedules       1945 
3  Time Extensions      1945-1947 
4  Extra Work Orders      1946 
5  Final Inspection      1947-1948 
6  Memphis Abutment      1944-1947 
7  Correspondence (Chinese Trainees)    1944-1946 
8  Inspection of Materials     1950 
9  Memphis Approach      1946 
 
Box 12 
 Part I (cont’d) 
1  Proposals       1945 
2  Inspection Reports      1946 
3  Buildings, Delaware & Iowa Avenue 
4  Completion (Contract 1)     1947-1948 



5  Contractors Licensing Law-Arkansas     
6  Construction       1945 
7  Demurrage Tariff      1947 
8  Docks        1947-1948 
9  Addend    
 
Box 13 
 Arkansas Approach & Concrete Trestle, Part 2 
1  Contract Extension      1947-1948 
2  Completion Notice      1948 
3  Work Order       1947 
4  Field Changes       1947 
5  Materials Inspection      1950 
6  Pier Footings, A5 & A6     1947 
7  Pier Footings, A4      1947 
8  Test Piles, A1       1947 
9  Proposals       1945-1947 
10  Inspections       1947-1948 
11  Resolutions       1946 
12  Specification       1945 
13  Spec. Changes (Cast in place Piles)    1945-1947 
14  Text Piles       1947 
15  Extra Work Bids      1947 
16  Reports       1946-1949 
17  Correspondence      1948 
18  Change-order Applications     1947 
19  Supplemental Agreement     1949 
20  Correspondence-Alkalinity Content    1948 
21  Tabulations       1948 
22  Addenda  
23  Advertisements      1945 
24  Completion Notices      1949-1950 
25  Construction Schedules     1948 
26  “Cracks in Median Strip”     1949 
27  Time Extensions      1949 
28  Inspection       1948-1950 
29  Mill & Shop Progress Reports    1948-1949 
30  Change in Specifications     1948 
31  Bid Summary       1948 
 
 
 



Box 14 
 Main Bridge Superstructure 
1  Contractual Correspondence     1947-1948 
2  Resolutions       1947 
3  Preliminary Engineering Agreement    1945 
4  Specifications       1945-1948 
5  Specification Changes      1947 
6  Sup-Contracts Correspondence    1948-1949 
7  Addenda No. 1-4      1945-1947 
8  Advertisements for Bids     1945 
9  Bid Summary       1947 
10  Special Provisions      1947 
11  Buildings       1947 
12  Letter: Commissioner Phillips to Senator McKellar  1947 
13  Reports       1948-1950 
14  Correspondence      1949 
15  Removal of Spans-Piers 2 & 3    1949 
16  Movement of Abutment’s     1949 
17  Mill Test Reports      1949 
18  Cost Overrun       1949 
19  Progress Reports Summaries     1948-1950 
20  PRA Construction Inspection     1949-1950 
21  Manholes       1949 
22  Materials Inspection      1950 
23  Memphis Abutment Repairs     1949 
24  Reproduced Tracings      1949 
25  Work Time Extensions     1949 
26  Medial Strip, Cracks in     1949 
27  Final Inspection      1949-1950 
28  Completion & Navigation Lights    1949-1950 
29  Date of Opening      1949 
30  Releases to Suppliers      1950 
31  Lighting       1947 
 
Box 15 
 Arkansas Approach Superstructure 
1  Proposal       1948 
2  Resolution       1948 
3  Bid Summary & Contract     1945-1948 
4  Sub-Contract       1948 
5  Addendum       1947-1948 
6  Reports       1948-1950 
7  Correspondence      1948 



8  Operations Schedules      1948-1949 
9  Time Extensions      1949 
10  Cost Overrun       1949 
11  Materials Inspection      1950 
12  Sand Blasting & Flame Cleaning    1948 
13  Notice to Suppliers      1950 
14  Completion        1949-1950 
15  Lighting       1948-1949 
 Arkansas Embankment 
16  PS & E Inspection      1945 
17  Estimates       1946 
18  Proposals       1946-1947 
19  Tabulation       1946 
20  Contract       1946 
21  Clearing & Grubling (PRA Report)    1946 
22  Change in Specification     1947 
23  Special Embankment Provisions    1946 
24  Weekly Reports & Time Schedules    1946-1947 
25  Final Inspection      1947 
26  Construction Change-orders     1947 
27  Lighting       1949 
28  Specifications and contract for the construction of Embankment Approach 
   between the Existing Embankment and the West End of the  
   Mississippi River Highway Bridge in U.S. Highway 70, Section  
   20, in Crittenden County, Arkansas. 
 
Box 16 
 Hydrantic Materials 
1  Correspondence      1947-1948 
2  Advertisements      1947 
3  Dredging       1947 
4  Field Office       1948 
5  PRA Reports       1947-1948 
6  Field Changes       1948 
7  Supplemental Agreement     1948 
8  PS & E Inspection      1947 
9  Proposals       1947 
10  Resolution       1947 
11  St. Francis Levee Specifications    1947 
12  Wash in Embankments     1948 
13  Weekly Reports      1947-1948 
14  PRA Reports       1947-1948 
15  Completion Notice      1948 



16  Final Inspection      1948 
 St. Francis Levee 
17  PS & E Inspection      1948 
18  Proposal        1948 
19  Bid Summary       1948 
20  Correspondence      1948-1949 
21  Work Order       1949 
22  Change Orders      1949 
23  Resolution       1948 
24  Change in Plans      1949 
25  Highway 70 Sections      1948-1949 
26  Arkansas Approach (Paving)     1948 
27  Weekly Reports      1948-1949 
28  PRA Reports       1949-1951 
29  Reports       1949 
30  Final Inspection      1949 
 
Box 17 
 Memphis Approach 
1  PS & E Inspection      1948 
2  Design folio       1944 
3  Tabulations       1948 
4  Bid Summary       1948 
5  Resolution       1948 
6  Correspondence      1949 
7  Correspondence      1948-1949 
8  Reports       1948-1950 
9  D.R. Yeary Diaries      1948-1950 
10  Supplemental Agreement     1949 
11  Drainage Pipe/Abutment #1     1948-1949 
12  Iowa Avenue Approach     1948 
13  Progress       1949 
14  Construction Inspection Reports    1949-1950 
15  Stockpiling       1949 
16  Lighting       1948-1949 
 Construction, Part 8-A 
17  Bid Summary       1950 
18  Resolution       1950 
19  Supplemental Agreement     1950 
20  Concrete Grade Crossing     1949 
21  Construction Inspection Report    1950-1951 
22  Correspondence      1949-1952 
23  Construction Change Order     1950 



24  Reports       1949-1951 
25  D.R. Yeary Diaries      1950 
26  Proposal contract for the construction of Pt. 8-A  
 
Box 18 
 Right of Way Acquisition 
1  Tabulations-ROW/Delaware St. to Pennsylvania St.  1947 
2  Acquisition Appraisals     1946-1949 
3  Correspondence      1948-1949 
4  Correspondence      1948-1952 
5  Diaries        1950 
 Memphis Approach 
6  PS & E Inspection      1947 
7  Change in Specification     1947 
8  Revised Estimates      1948 
9  Bid Summary       1947 
10  Proposal       1947-1948 
11  Resolution       1947 
12  Illinois Avenue Approach     1947 
13  Correspondence      1947-1948 
14  Completion Notice    
15  Final Inspection      1948 
16  PRA Reports       1947-1948 
17  Diaries        1947-1948 
 
Box 19 
 Memphis Approach 
1  PS & E Inspection      1948 
2  Bid Summary       1948 
3  Resolution       1948 
4  Correspondence      1948-1950 
5  Construction Correspondence     1948-1950 
6  Test Tabulation      1949 
7  Land Acquisition      1948-1950 
8  Grade Separation      1948 
9  Pennsylvania Avenue Grade     1947-1948 
10  Handrail (Bridge #2)      1949 
11  Waterproofing       1949 
12  Pennsylvania St. Underpass     1949 
13  Underpass (Bridge #1)     1949 
14  Change in Drainage Plans     1949 
15  Construction Change      1949-1950 
 



16  Supplemental Agreement     1949 
17  Construction Inspection Reports    1949-1950 
18  Weekly Diaries      1949-1950 
 
Box 20 
 Construction, Part II (cont’d) 
1  Agreement       1948 
2  Reports       1948-1950 
3  Diaries        1949-1950 
4  Completion Notice      1950 
 Lighting 
5  PS & E Inspection      1949 
6  Proposals       1949 
7  Bid Summary       1949 
8  Resolutions       1948-1949 
9  Monthly Estimates      1949-1951 
10  Meter Placement      1949 
11  Correspondence      1949 
12  Memorandum       1948 
13  Reports       1949-1951 
14  Construction Inspection     1949-1951 
15  Lighting       1948-1950 
16  Memphis Approach Roadway Lighting   1949 
17  Supplemental Agreement     1948 
 
Box 21 
 Supplemental Agreements 
1  Vouchers       1947 
2  Supplemental Agreement     1948 
 Right-of-way 
3  Power & Light Expenses     1951 
4  Land Acquisitions      1944-1945 
5  ROW (Delaware St. to River)     1944-1947 
6  ROW (Frisco RR Tracks)     1945-1947 
7  ROW (Federal Barge Line)     1944-1945 
8  Thomas St. ROW      1946-1950 
9  ROW Agreements      1947-1948 
10  Payments       1947 
11  Condemnation       1948 
12  Appraisals       1947-1948 
 Part 24 is missing (records are in Arkansas) 
 Construction, Part 25 
 



13  East Parkway Underpass     1950 
 Construction, Part 26  
14  Iowa Avenue Extension     1949 
15  ROW Agreements & Easements    1947-1951 
16  Correspondence      1946-1948 
17  Supplemental Agreement     1948 
 
Box 22 
 Construction, Part 27 
1  House Moving       1948 
2  Iowa Avenue Extended     1947-1949 
 Construction, Part 28 
3  Railroad Avenue Underpass     1948-1950 
4  Railroad Avenue Underpass (Coal Damage)   1949-1950 
5  Correspondence      1948 
 Construction, Part 29 
6  Southern RR Underpass     1948-1949 
7  Correspondence      1948-1949 
8  Agreement       1947 
9  Schulz & Busse Correspondence    1947 
10  Schulz & Busse Correspondence    1948 
 Construction, Part 30 
11  Spur Line       1948-1949 
12  Final Report-Memphis Bridge    1951 
 
Box 23 
1  Photographs 
1  Progress Photographs #1-99 
2  Progress Photographs #100-172 
3  Progress Photographs Part 2 
4  Progress Photographs Part 3 
5  Progress Photographs Part 4 
6  Preliminary Planning Photograph 
7  Aerial View of Proposed Site 
8  Photographs and Press Clippings 
9  Ohio River Bridge at Louisville 
10  Unidentified pictures (Not Memphis Bridge) 

 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 
Bare, L.M.-Assistant Engineer, Tennessee Department of Highways 
Beeler, Roy H.-Attorney General, Tennessee 
Bohlinger, Neil-Attorney, Arkansas State Highway Commission 
Brist, F.W.-U.S. Weather Bureau, Memphis 
Brooks, W.T.-Engineer, Tennessee Department of Highways 
Canale, D.A.-Office Manager, Tennessee Department of Highways 
Crane, J.H.-Chairman, Arkansas State Highway Commission 
Crump, E.H.-Chairman, Memphis & Arkansas Bridge Commission 
Dunlap, G.G.-Engineer/Inspector, Tennessee Department of Highways 
Eaton, A.G.-Director, War Production Board, Washington 
Eggleston, W.-Commissioner, Tennessee Department of Highways 
Erickson, L.W-Bridge Engineer, Tennessee Department of Highways 
Flannery, E.H.-Office Engineer, Federal Aid Projects, Arkansas 
Fowler, W.B.-City Engineer, Memphis Commission Government 
Garver, N.B.-Bridge Engineer, Arkansas State Highway Commission 
Giese, J.R.-Engineer, Modjeski & Masters Consulting Engineers 
Jones, R.-Division Engineer, Tennessee Department of Highways, Jackson, TN. 
MacDonald, T.H-Commissioner, Public Roads Authority, Washington 
Masters, F.M.-Bridge Designer, Modjeski & Masters, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Means, L.N.-Office Engineer, Tennessee Department of Highways 
Miller, Lt. Col. C.W.-District Engineer, Corps of Engineers, Memphis 
Mitchell, W.W.-Director/Chief Engineer, Arkansas Highway Commission 
Moreland, J.E.-Highway Engineer, Tennessee Valley Authority 
Patton, R.S.-Engineer of Surveys & Designs, Tennessee Department of Highways & 

Public Works 
Phillips, C.N.-Commissioner, Tennessee Department of Highways & Public Works 
Rees, W.N.-Engineer of Surveys & Designs, Tennessee Department of Highways. 
Saddler, W.H.-Chairman, Arkansas State Highway Commission 
Snead, C.D.-District Engineer, Public Roads Authority, Montgomery, Ala. 
Tuttle, L.S.-Assistant Commissioner, Public Roads Authority, Washington 
Yeary, D.R.-Senior Resident Engineer, Tennessee Department of Highways. 
 
 
 
 




